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Abstract:

Amitav Ghosh’s narratives precisely offer rich amalgams of
nature and environmental concerns, flawlessly combining
these elements into his storytelling. His novels, such as “The
Hungry Tide’ and ‘River of Smoke’, are notable for their
complex depictions of natural settings and their influence on
human lives and societies.

In the novel ‘The Hungry Tide’, by Amitav Ghosh, the
author brilliantly presents the Sundarbans, a deltaic region
with its distinctive flora and fauna, stressing on the complex
relationship between the environment and the lives of
the people who lives there. The natural world is not just a
backdrop but an active force that structure the narrative
and the characters’ fates. Likewise, in ‘River of Smoke’, the
author’s portrayal of the island’s geological characteristics
and the encompassing environment enhances the historical
context of the trade of opium and the characters” experiences.
The author’s attentiveness toward sminute details, from the
illustration of the cave within a limestone spur to the golden
sands and thick woods, reinforce the importance of nature in
the novel.

Amitav Ghosh in his novel “The Great Derangement’ broadens
his focus on environmental issues with a more precise
exploration of the change in the climate and ecological crisis.
This novel through its intense narrative educates the readers
to consider the critical environmental issues of our time and
its effects on the society.

Amitav Ghosh’s style of putting forth the narrative not only
furnish a pleasurable reading experience but also motivates
the readers to deeply think on the interactions between
nature, culture, and human activity. The authors potential
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to interweave elements pertaining to environment into his
narrative makes these novels an impactful medium for
raising awareness about ecological issues and the extensive in
fluence of the actions of human beings on the natural world.

Introduction:

The age-old slogan of “Love not Man the less, Nature more”
has long served as an impactful reminder of the importance
to esteem and preserve the natural world. This point of view
reverberates the spirit of eco criticism, an interdisciplinary
field that explores the correlation between literature and the
environment. “Eco criticism” was coined for the first time by
William Rueckert’s in his groundbreaking essay, “Literature
and Ecology: An Experiment in Eco criticism.” Which was
published in the year 1978. Eco criticism explores writings
about the nature, within the extensive context of societal
practices, that includes politics, policy-making, as well as
tilmmaking. So, it should be noted that Eco criticism takes in
stride a wide range of topics, including the study of literature’s
representation of nature and the different manner in which
environmental issues are entwined into literary narratives.

The fact remains that both American scholars and British
Green Studies chip in to the discourse on literature and
nature, although it may happen that their outlook may
differ. Whilst American eco criticism frequently draws on the
traditions of transcendentalism and environmental activism,
British Green Studies often line up with Romantic and post-
Romantic literary traditions. Despite of the above-mentioned
differences, both these lines of thinking share a common
aim: to comprehend and address the deep-rooted association
between literature and environmental concerns.

The pursuit to regain a paradise that is lost or reinstate
environmental balance is a crucialconcernin contemporary
discourse that is being faced throughout the world.
Environmental consciousness has become a noteworthy
concern,) with the efforts of democratically elected
governments frequently being scrutinised for the actions
taken by them often pose threat to the environmental concerns.
Environmental issues of the present times are a product of
several factors such as the carbon economy, imperialism, and
recent global events like the COVID-19 pandemic, reinforce
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the gravity of confronting ecological issues. Amitav Ghosh,
an eminent Indian English author, highlights these themes in
his novels, stressing on the intricate interconnection between
human activity and the natural world.

Human agency has developed into anintimi dating
geophysical force, notably changing the ecosystems and
proceeding towards a space that can be termed as a planetary
tragedy in the current scenario. The field of eco criticism has
impacted the varied facets of the humanities, from teaching
and learning to scholarly research. An important juncture in
the history of ecocriticism was the formation of the Association
for the Study of Literature and the Environment (ASLE) in the
year 1992 in the United States. This organization has played a
pivotal role in prospering the study of literature’s association
with the environment and encouraging interdisciplinary
discourse.

Despite the fact that eco criticism has evolved due to American
transcendentalists like Ralph Waldo Emerson, Margaret
Fuller, and Henry David Thoreau, it should also be thankful
to the British Romantic poets. The Romantics honoured and
glorified nature and opposed industrialization, which laid
crucial groundwork for future ecological concepts.

Amitav Ghosh’s novels especially “The Hungry Tide” and “The
Great Derangement’, highlights deep understanding into the
relationship between literature and environmental issues.
The novel’The Hungry Tide” which was published in the
year 2004, tells the touching story in which a very high-profile
environmental program with the objective of protecting
the Bengal tiger has drastic outcome on the refugees from
East Bengal who resided on the island of Morichjhapi in
the Sundarbans. This novel, highlights the complications
and unintentional consequences of environmental policies,
depicting the often-overlooked human aspects of conservation
efforts.

The representation of the Sundarbans in the novel ‘The
Hungry Tide” poses to be a very cogent example of the
manner in which environmental policies can have strong
influence on the marginalized communities. This narrative
by Amitav Ghosh highlights the challenges faced by those
people who are directly affected by conservation proceedings,
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giving utmost importance on the need for more inclusive and
equitable approaches to environmental stewardship.

In the novel “The Great Derangement’, Amitav Ghosh explores
the extensive implications of environmental crisis, including
climate change, colonialism, and economic systems. He gives
stress on the historical and contemporary impacts of these
agencies on both the natural world and human societies.
The author’s insistence that his forefathers were “ecological
refugees long before the term was invented” highlights
the enduring nature of displacement and environmental
disruption, associating historical patterns to the present time
ecological struggles.

The establishment of ASLE and the growth of eco criticism
have crucially influenced how literature and environmental
issues intersect. Eco criticism provides a framework for
the ways in which literary works reflect and mould our
perceptions of nature and ecological issues. It also examines
how literature can lead to environmental awareness and
action.

Eco feminism, an appendage of eco criticism, thrives on the
insights of initial environmental literature and spread forth
the research to incorporate feminist perspectives. Rachel
Carson’s ‘Silent Spring’is an example of an impact full it
erature which have played a significant role in emphasising on
the interconnectedness of environmental and gender issues.
Eco feminism analyses the manner in which environmental
degradation is often associated with gender oppression and
supports for more inclusive and apt approaches towards
environmental justice.

In his novels, Amitav Ghosh gives focus on the themes of eco
feminism by examining the intersections of environmental as
well as social issues. The author’s narratives depict a profound
comprehension of the intricate connections among nature,
culture, as well as power. By highlighting both historical and
contemporary environmental issues, Ghosh contributes to an
extensive discourse about the necessity for both ecological
and social justice.

The Romantic tradition’s puts emphasis on humanity’s
isolation from nature and the search for a holistic connection
with the environment aligns with the author’s exploration of
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nature’s renewal. The Romantics” puts stress on the necessity
to reunite with nature and accept the human place within it
aligns with the writer’s perspective for a more amiable and
sustainable relationship between human beings and the
natural world.

If one studies the Diasporic literature, which includes the
writings by Amitav Ghosh, the readers can see that how
they explore the fact that both geographical and cultural
displacement have an impactful effect on people and
landscapes. Again, it can be deduced that Diasporic literature
puts forth important queries about the manner in which
cultural practices intersect with environmental contexts and
the way in which narratives of migration and settlement
mould our understanding of nature.

Further, if we reflect on this connection between nature and
culture “The Culture of Cities’ by Lewis Mumford which was
published in the year 1938, extends a foundational outlook
on the connection between nature and culture, depicting
the various manner in which urbanization and cultural
practices impact our association with the environment. This
work reinforces the significance of taking into consideration
both natural and cultural components in comprehending
ecological concerns.

If we focus on the genre of Romantic literature, one can
see that it emphasizes on humanity’s quest for a profound
connection with nature, and it vocalises promptly of our
troubled environmental times. The Romantic prominence
on reinstating a sense of unity with the natural world is in
particular pertinent in the current time space, as we struggle
with the aftermath of environmental degradation and seek
trails to ecological restoration.

Ghosh in his novels depicts a commitment to examine and
address environmental concerns with the help of literary
narratives. His novels often challenge his readers to review
their connection with nature and to envisage multiple
options of sustainable living. Amitav Ghosh in ‘“The Great
Derangement’ reflects these views at the concluding part of
the novel: “-that they will be able to transcend the isolation
in which humanity was entrapped in the times of its
derangement; that they will rediscover their kinship with
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other beings, and that this vision, at once new and ancient,
will find expression in a transformed and renewed art and
literature.” This perspective showcases an optimistic and life
changing outlook to literature’s contribution in addressing
environmental crises.

Conclusion:

To conclude, Amitav Ghosh’s literary contributions offer deep
understanding into the complex relationship between nature
and human societies, most importantly through the point of
view of eco criticism. All of his works dig in intensely into the
issues pertaining to environment, giving special stress on the
paramount need for more inclusive and equitable perspective
to conservation and sustainability. The author by depicting
historical contexts as well as contemporary ecological
challenges, magnify the reader sunder standing of the ways
in which literature interconnects with nature and suffuse
our comprehension of environmental justice. The authors
storytelling not only depicts the influence of environmental
policies on marginalized communities but also show cases
the extensive concerns that are encountered by the masses
globally, for example climate change and displacement.
Through his vibrant narratives and critical engagement with
ecological themes, the author reinforces the relationship
and connections between humans and the environment. His
novels motivate the readers to review their relationship with
nature and proposes for a more congruous coexistence. By
cutting short the space between literature and environmental
discourse, the authors writing accords significantly to the
continuing discussion about the importance of addressing
ecological and social justice affairs with the aim of a sustainable
future.
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